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In this talk, I draw on a life history study of English for Specific Purposes (‘ESP’) teachers to examine ESP teachers’ identity construction and negotiation a Chinese university. The analysis of the participants’ life history narratives helped reveal that becoming an ESP teacher is a complex process of transforming professional practices and constructing professional identities for the participants. On the one hand, the participants felt a sense of intrinsic fulfillment through their teaching aimed at helping graduates acquire the ESP skills needed to support socioeconomic development in the region. On the other hand, their construction of professional identities is undermined by the marginalized status of ESP, as imposed by the institution. As English language teachers are increasingly expected to equip university graduates with ESP skills in diverse educational contexts, I content that we should pay more attention to ESP teachers’ professional experiences and find ways to facilitate their professional development for identity formation. 
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