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Abstract:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The young bilingual/English as an additional language (EAL) learner population is growing rapidly worldwide in the past few decades due to the effects of globalization (Huang, Chang, Niu, & Zhi, 2018; Huang, 2016). The growth of young bilingual/EAL students entails compelling theoretical and practical implications for the field of language assessment. Traditionally, language assessment research has primarily focused on tertiary-level students and adults, and relatively little attention has been devoted to assessing young bilingual/EAL students’ language proficiency. Additionally, there is an increasing emphasis of communicative competence in the EAL literature, yet research on speaking proficiency assessment is quite limited. This keynote speech thus aims to address this gap by discussing speaking assessments for young bilingual/EAL learners. In this talk, I define young bilingual/EAL learners as bilingual school-age children and adolescents between the ages 5 to 15 who are learning English as an additional language, particularly in a formal instructional context such as Taiwan. I will first review the considerations and challenges in assessing young language learners by highlighting the differences between young learners and adults in developmental domains (i.e., physical, cognitive, and socio-emotional) that are relevant to language assessments. I will then discuss the two commonly-used types of speaking assessments for young learners, i.e., standardized norm-referenced assessments and language sampling methods. Pros and cons for the two types of assessments will be reviewed. Finally, I will introduce alternative assessments, also known as classroom-based assessments, that teachers and even parents of young bilingual/EAL learners can use to help their young bilingual/EAL learners to master the target language(s).

